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THE
DISTRICT COUNCIL 57
TIMES
CHANGING OF THE GUARDS
New leadership has been taking shape in our International Offices at Hanover,
Maryland over the past 6 months. This has been prompted with the retirement
of General President Ken Rigmaiden this past September. Many of the General
President’s Leadership Team have chosen to follow him into retirement
including our own “Hometown General Secretary Treasurer—George Galis” as
well as native Eastern Pennsylvanian General Vice President—Bill Candelori.
Please see inside stories.
There are two additional retiring individuals that I would like to recognize during
this transitioning of leadership at the International. They have helped shape our
Apprenticeship Department—always going the extra mile for our members, and
a mere thanks would not seem fitting. Those two individuals are Dan Penski with
the FTI and Tim Maitland—Pension Administrator and fellow native
Pennsylvanian. We wish them all the best, and good health in their retirement.
At the District Council, Tom Flook—Business Agent with Local Union 6—will
retire effective December 31, 2021. Tom’s replacement has been working along
side him for several weeks now to familiarize himself with his new duties. Please
see these and other stories inside.
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New General President Williams
Elected to Lead IUPAT into the Future
James A. Williams, Jr., began his career with the International Union of
Painters and Allied Trades in 1998 as a glazier with District Council 21 in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was appointed as the Assistant to the
General President in 2002 and served as the Regional Organizing
Coordinator for the IUPAT Eastern Region. In 2011, he was appointed to
the position of Organizing Director.
In 2014, Jim was elected as the General Vice President at Large during the
IUPAT’s 31st General Convention and was re-elected at the 32nd
General Convention in 2019. On August 1, 2021, he was unanimously
elected as General President by the IUPAT General Executive Board.
The Officers, Delegates and Staff of District Council 57 Congratulate Mr.
Williams in his Election to General President. We look forward to working
with General President Williams and Staff on behalf of our IUPAT
membership.

Members remember, if you choose to pay your entire “2022” year’s
administrative dues early, you can save one month’s dues, that is a
8.3% savings!
Thank you!
IN COMMEMORATION OF
THOSE WE HAVE LOST
THIS YEAR
LOCAL UNION 6

LOCAL UNION CHRISTMAS PARTIES
LOCAL UNIONS #6, #479, #751, and #2006

Mark Gombita

Richard DeBarr

Duane Bay

John Reich

John Dourlain

Carl Lynch

DATE:

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

TIME:

7:00 PM

PLACE:

The White Oak Athletic Association, 1606 Lower Heckman Rd, McKeesport, PA 15131

LOCAL UNION #409

Ronald Lamping

DATE:

Thursday, December 9, 2021

LOCAL UNION 409

TIME:

7:00 PM— 9:00 PM

PLACE:

The Castle Pub, 122 N Center St, Ebensburg, PA 15931

Dennis O’Neil

Robert James

Walter Staub

Howard Herman

LOCAL UNION #530
DATE:

Friday, December 10, 2021

TIME:

7:00 PM

LOCAL UNION 530

PLACE:

I.B.E.W. Local # 712 Hall, 217 Sassafras Ln, Beaver, PA 15009

Dean Minto

LOCAL UNION #549

Frank Updike

LOCAL UNION 751
Dan Zimmerman

Mario Aloise

Richard Tome

Carl Bonanni

Alan Braeden
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DATE:

Saturday, December 11, 2021

TIME:

12:00 Noon — 3:00 PM

PLACE:

Lefty’s Tavern, 1248 Brown Avenue, Erie PA 16502

LOCAL UNION #1968
DATE:

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

TIME:

7:30 PM

PLACE:

The Siebenbuerger Club, 2114 French St., Erie, PA 16503

COVID VACCINATIONS?
Legally employers can require that
their employees get vaccinated if it
affects their business, and there are
few exemptions. Lately we are
seeing more end-users requiring
vaccinations or the individuals not
participating will be barred from
working on their property. Effective
October 15, 2021, all new federally
funded contracts that are executed or renewed will include a mandatory vaccine clause. All prime
contractors must bind their subcontractors to comply with the clause.
Covid-19 is a virus that is resilient
and has had a major impact on our
lives. We wish this was not so, but

General Secretary-Treasurer George Galis giving a speech at the 2019 General Convention

even while writing this article a
major

General Secretary - Treasurer
George Galis Retires

outbreak of covid-19

is

being reported in China. As reported in a Nov. 3, 2021 Bloomberg
article, China’s latest delta outbreak
is present in 19 provinces, more

George was raised in a steel mill town of Monessen, Pennsylvania. George joined Local Union
#327 at age 16, equipped with years of experience from working for his father’s painting
company. Since then, George has held various roles at the Local Union and International levels.
As Business Manager/Financial Secretary of Local Union 6, George improved the local by
restoring it financially and making it a viable part of the Western Pennsylvania labor movement.
As a General Representative, he was among the first IUPAT Construction Organizing Membership
Education Training (C.O.M.E.T. ) teachers, personally teaching over 150 C.O.M.E.T. classes. He
was instrumental in the formation and full affiliation of 3 District Councils. He also ran several
successful organizing campaigns.

than any other time since the start

As General Secretary-Treasurer, aside from his constitutional duties, George served as a trustee
for the Labor Management Partnership, the International Finishing Trades Institute, and the
IUPAT Pension Fund. He was instrumental in the creation of the Collective Bargaining Agreement
Guidebook, which serves as a model for many IUPAT Collective Bargaining Agreements. He was
the author of the Top Workforce Performance Plan, which serves as an organizing tool and
ensures IUPAT members are the best in the industry. He also led the way in developing and
running the IUPAT leadership series which trains new IUPAT leaders.

the virus and suffer silently. They

As George enters retirement, he will spend quality time with his family and continue to work on
developing the nonprofit foundation G-Force Athletic Club, Inc. G-Force was formed to build and
operate a youth center that provides opportunities for athletic competition, including boxing and
weight training, as well as mentoring and tutoring services for at risk youth in the Monongahela
Valley of Pennsylvania.

19 Virus will linger and mutate. We

of the pandemic. - Bloomberg
We have lost unvaccinated members to Covid…coworkers, good
friends, brothers and sisters of our
shared Labor! There are others
amongst us that have contracted

suffer with the debilitating sideeffects of Covid, long past when
original symptoms have dissipated.
No one knows how long the Covid-

know and respect that it’s ultimately your personal choice to vaccinate
or not. But with the stakes so
costly, we humbly request you

We thank George for his many years of service to our members both locally and nationally, and
we wish both George and his wife Dana an abundance of happiness and good health in
retirement!

consider getting vaccinated.
Thank you.
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MESSAGES FROM DC 57
DEPARTMENTS

a

INSIDE REPORTS

The Training Department at DC 57
would like to wish our members and
their families a happy holiday season!
Please be on the lookout for the 2022
Training Schedule in the mail. We will
also have it on our website
www.iupatdc57.org.

BUILDING REPAIRS
We have been making
needed repairs and

Political Action Department
Wishing Everyone All the Best
this Holiday Day
Season!

From the Servicing Department
This coming year promises to be one of the
busiest years in a generation. Help protect our
jurisdiction and Collective Bargaining
Agreements. Report Violations and Report
Violators!!! They are not concerned with how
their actions impact your ability to earn or the
Union’s ability to negotiate fair wage and
benefit packages!

upgrades to the office

“SEASON’S GREETINGS TO ALL”

property over the past
several years. The largest
has been the asphalt and

Meeting/Christmas Party Retiree's

concrete pad work. We still
have some concrete work

YEARLY RETIREES MEETING AND CHRISTMAS PARTY

to do, but thankfully we

DATE:

DECEMBER 7, 2021

have taken care of the

TIME:

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 9:30 AM

urgent concrete issues that
needed addressed.
We finally have an
illuminated District Council
57 sign in front of the
Office. We are putting the

MEMBERSHIP MEETING/CHRISTMAS PARTY 10:00 AM
PLACE:

IUPAT DISTRICT COUNCIL 57 UNION HALL
101 EWING ROAD
CARNEGIE, PA 15106

RETIREES: PLEASE NOTE THAT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS, MEMBERS DUES
MUST BE PAID IN FULL THOUGH DECEMBER 2021 AND DUES FOR 2022.
THANK YOU!

finishing touches on it now.
The rainstorm that came
through in August had

RETIREE’S SECURITY BLUE
INSURANCE INCREASE FOR “2022”

washed away some of our
back hillside in a small

NOTICE FOR OUR SENIORS ON SECURITY BLUE

landslide. We are currently

WE HAVE RECEIVED NOTICE FROM HIGHMARK THAT THIS YEARS “2022”

having it assessed.

INSURANCE INCREASE WILL BE $ 6.00/ month.
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TOM FLOOK - Bus. Rep. L.U. #6 is Retiring
Tom is retiring as Local #6 Business Representative effective December 31, 2021. Tom found his
way into the union while working for a non-union general contractor as a painter. He had made
many unsuccessful attempts to join the painters union that finally led to success in July of 1997
when he joined Local Union #6. Tom always said, “coming into the Painters Local Union #6 was
one of the best decisions I ever made.” Tom worked for numerous union employers over the
years, he also volunteered time working on community projects for the union.
As time passed, Tom became more actively involved with the Local’s J.A.T.F. program. He also
volunteered with the local union’s political action as well as community outreach programs.
Eventually, Tom ran and held the position of Financial Secretary for Local #6, until he was
appointed to a full-time organizing position with the District Council. Tom kept himself attuned
with the membership and the direction of the District Council initiatives. Whether it was training,
political action, or job actions, you could always find Tom there in some capacity. Eventually, Tom
became Business Agent of Local Union #6 in July of 2018.
Twenty - four years have passed, and Tom has announced his retirement from Business Agent.
We will miss our friend and co-worker, a man that never complained and was always willing to
lend a helping hand. He is the type of person that regardless of his own personal health issues, is
first to help others and is there until the end.
Tom and Nancy,
In your retirement we wish you many moments of smiles and laughter, many memorable
moments, and we wish you safe travels to all the places you choose to visit. God Bless.

“Coming into the Painters Local Union #6 was one of the best
decisions I ever made.” - Tom Flook
Meet the New Representation in Erie Locals:
Erie School Board Local #1968 & Painters Union Local #549
Christine Feasler joined Local Union #1968 in November 2001. As she states, “I wanted
to become part of something bigger than myself and getting active in my union just felt
like the right thing to do.” Christine ran for Vice President’s position in the local and
won. As Vice President, “I automatically became one of the negotiators on the union’s
negotiating team. I liked that I was involved and helping others understand the process.
It’s nice to know that I continue to be on the union’s negotiations team in my current
position as Business Representative.”
Christine was elected to Business Representative position in October of 2021.

Greetings Brothers and Sisters,
My name is Jerry Ferilla and I have been a member of IUPAT District Council 57, Local 530 since 2003. I grew up in
a union family and it was only fitting I followed in the same footsteps. I was apprentice of the year in 2005 and
became a journeyperson in 2006. Throughout the years I have worked for many of our contractors, expanded my
knowledge and performed the work of the various crafts we represent. I have fulfilled the roles of treasurer,
president, and a District Council 57 delegate to the General Convention. In March of 2021, I was appointed as the
Business Representative of Local 549. I am truly thankful and excited to be in this position, it is a great
opportunity for Local 549 to GROW and to represent my fellow brothers and sisters.
In Solidarity,
Jerry Ferilla
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From the Organizing
Department
We want to wish everyone
a happy holiday season!
We all make a New Year’s
resolution, and like most, it
only lasts for a very short
period and then it is broken.
This year we ask you to
make a resolution for YOUR
Union. We ask that you
attend one more union
meeting than you did last

MEET NEW BUSINESS AGENT of
GLAZIERS LOCAL UNION #751
David Lovelace was hired into the union in July of 2004 after
completing his apprenticeship. Dave worked as a journeyman
in the field for 17 plus years for 5 different union signatory
glazing employers. Over the years, he became a foreman and a
dependable worker to employers. In 2021, Dave was
interviewed by the District Council for the position of Business
Agent for Glazier’s Local Union #751. In March of 2021, Dave
was hired and brought in to train for the position of Business
Agent for Local Union #751.
David has continued the journey of learning the business agent position and striving
to do the best for the union. Dave said of the union, “the union has given me the
opportunity to raise a family with benefits and a wage that allows me to look forward
to a retirement that will allow me to continue a good life after the glazing is done.
The union has made it easy to share my experience of what the union has done for
me if you’re willing to give the effort, show up, work hard, take pride in your work,
and support the membership, that’s what it takes to succeed in my eyes, just grateful
for the opportunity to get into the union.”

year, participate in a health
and safety class, attend a
VAC meeting, or help with a
political campaign.
We must all do our part in
ensuring that this Union
stays strong and continues
to grow for our generation
and the next. A wise man
once said, “Be the change
you want to see in the
world.” Remember, change
starts with each one of us.

MEET INCOMING BUSINESS AGENT of
PAINTERS LOCAL UNION #6
Ray Maioli has 30 plus years of experience in the
commercial painting industry. He began working as a
non-union painter right out of high school. In August of
2001, he joined Local Union #6 and went to work as a
journeyman commercial painter and a foreman for T.D
Patrinos. He spent most of his time in the union working
for them. When asked about his experience Ray stated,
“I worked out of town for the first couple of years in the
union. I painted in Washington D.C., Ohio and West
Virginia. I have been married for the last 24 years and we had young children
those days. Being out of town with my wife and kids back home, it gave me a
great perspective and appreciation on how to balance my life. It also gave me the
confidence to run big projects, and I have tried to be respectful of everyone that I
have worked with regardless of their position. You never know what a person is
going through on a personal level.”

NEW ORGANIZER
DENNIS ALVIRENA - FLORES
Dennis immigrated to the U.S. at age 7. He joined the U.S.
Navy in 2006 and served in numerous different capacities
including Operation Iraqi Freedom as well as Operation
Enduring Freedom. Dennis served honorably for 10 years
with the U.S. Navy until 2016, when he left the service for
civilian life. He moved back to Pittsburgh and worked in non-union construction but
that couldn’t pay the bills. In August of 2019, Dennis joined the IUPAT Drywall
Apprenticeship Program and Local Union #2006. Finally in July 2021, Dennis applied
for a bilingual Organizers position at District Council 57 and was hired.
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GENERAL PRESIDENT RIGMAIDEN RETIRES
General President Kenneth E. Rigmaiden has retired effective August 1, 2021.
Ken started his career as an apprentice floor coverer after graduating from
California State University in San Jose in 1977. By 1980, Ken had completed
and graduated the IUPAT’s Local #1288 Apprenticeship program for Floor
Covering in Northern California and by 1986, he was serving as Business
Representative of Local #12. As the local merged with affiliate IUPAT Locals,
Ken went on to serve as Business Manager of Local Union #12 of Northern
California.
In 1996, he served as a general representative for the International, and
continued as an Assistant to the General President. By 2001, Ken was
elevated to the position of Executive General Vice President.
Ken was unanimously elected to the office of General President by the IUPAT
General Executive Board in March 2013 and re-elected by two General
Conventions in 2014 and 2019. In a recent Twitter post, Ken gave credit for
his life’s achievements to the Union’s Apprenticeship Programs!

“My life is a testament to the remarkable ability apprenticeships have to transform
lives. The skilled trades offer tremendous opportunity.” - Ken Rigmaiden

NEW HEALTH CARE CARDS
Please be advised that the IUPAT Welfare Fund Trustees
have added a new option for medical reimbursements
under the plan. The Fund has issued a benefit card through
WEX Health (example here). You will now be able to swipe
this card at your doctor office visits, pharmacies, dental
providers and optical providers. The card will only be able
to be used for eligible medical expenses under the plan and issued VISA Prepaid Cards. The use of this card will
reduce the need to submit physical copies of some of your receipts and proof of payment (although you will still
have this option to submit physical receipts if you prefer). There will be situations when a receipt will be
required to be submitted and you will be notified by mail and/or email. You will also be able to download an
app to your phone to access the WEX Health portal. With this app you will be able to review your
reimbursements, your balances and also upload any receipts that are required. SO PLEASE retain your physical
copies of all receipts and just put them in folder as a precaution and as a back-up.
IMPORTANT: Just as before, the use of this card can only be used for health care related reimbursements. And
just like before, the submitted receipts will be deducted from the member’s Health Care Account (HRA). So
please keep track of usage of the new benefit cards and the balance of your Health Care Account; otherwise, you
risk not having enough in your (HRA) account for your monthly Highmark or UPMC insurance premium.
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THE OFFICERS, DELEGATES & STAFF WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE
A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!
Last newsletter I wrote an article titled “The Road Forward.” I would like to
continue that topic for this newsletter as well. Tom Flook, as well as others
from the international are retiring. Their replacements are already set in
position to take over so that there are no hiccups during their departure. We
must think of who is going to replace us when we finally venture down that
path of retirement.

NO NEWS ON DUES!
There will be no increase on
Quarterly Dues for “2022”

During our time in the IUPAT it is our duty to bring someone in to replace us
when we go. Furthermore, it is our duty to continue to grow our Union by
bringing in at least one other member besides our replacement. For the
journeyperson out there, who is close to retirement, we challenge you this
upcoming year to find your replacement, teach them, guide them, and pass
on life lessons you have learned over the years. Make a difference in
someone else’s life and they will forever be grateful.

International Union of Painter & Allied Trades,
District Council 57 of Western Pennsylvania
101 Ewing Road
Carnegie, PA 15106
Phone: 412-276-5758
Fax: 412-276-6740

Chris Geronimos
Business Manager/Sec.-Treas.
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